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CONSERV/J ION 
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Q UESTION 

What is ecological balance? 
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ACTIVITIES 

1. Discuss with the students the meaning of conservation. 

2. Ask the students to prepare a bulletin board showing the 
need for conservation of natural resources. 

3. Discuss with the students the meaning of ecology and 
ecological balance, 
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QUESTION 



How does man destroy the balance? 



ACTIVITIES 



1 . 



Have a group of students read and report on Rachel Carson’s 
The_ Silent Spring . 

Have some students report on the various ways in which man 
has v;asted the world’s natural resources. 

Have a class or a groan of students collect data concerning 
the availability of natural resources of the world at present 
as opposed to their availability 200 years a?o. How does the 
availability of resources change over the .years? 

Have a group of students prepare a bulletin board shewing 
the various ways man heedlessly wastes arid destroys natural 
resources . 

Have a group of students trace historically Axaerioa’s aware- 
ness of the need for conservation and report on the 
significance of the actions taken, i.e, 

George Perkins Harsh and Henry David Thoreau, 
writers* argue for preservation and protection 
Yellowstone, first national park established 
First national forest set aside 
Reclaimation Act set up Bureau of Reclaimation 
Weeks Act 

Civilian Conservation Corps established 
Tennessee Valley Authority established 
Taylor Grazing Act 

Soil Conservation Service established 
Flood Control Act 

Missouri River Basin project started 



mid 1800 r s 

1872 
1891 
1902 
1911 
] 933 

1934 

1935 

1936 
1944 
I960 1 i 



Administrations of Kennedy and Johnson 
emphasize importance of clean water, pure 
air, open space, and natural beauty. 
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QUESTION 



What are some efforts to correct the imbalance? i.e. inter- 
national, legal, volunteer national. 



ACTIVITIE S 

1. Have various students write to private and government groups 
for information concerning their roles in conservation. 

2. Have the class investigate the activities of the Department 
of the Interior in regard to conservation. Divide the class 
into groups so that each group will consider one division of 
the department, i.e. Bureau of Land Management * Bureau of 
Reclaimation, Geological Survey, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Office of Indian Affairs, and Bureau of Mines. 

3. Have a group of students report cn the conservational activities 
pursued by the Department of Agriculture. 

4. Have some students report on established conservation projects 
and their success such as: 

Ohio River Valley Sanitation Commission 

Columbia River Basin project 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

Soil Bank program - Soil Conservation Service 

5. Have a group of students prepare book reports on some of the 
following books: 

Baker, Richard St. B. , Green Glory: The Story of F or ests 

of the World . 

Brown , Harrison , The N e xt Hundred Years: Man's Natural 

and Technolog ic al^esourl^es . 

Carhart, Arthur ffT^ Water - Or Your Life . 

Gu3ick, Luther H., AmerrcaTT'Forest PolTcy . 

O'Connor, Harvey, The Empire of Oil . 

Osborn, F., Our Plundered Planet . 

Shankland, Robert, Steve Mather of th e National Parks . 

Stegner, Wallace, This is Pi nosaur^ . 

Udall, Stewart L. /The Quiet Crisis . 
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QUESTION 



What is meant by controlled environment? 



A CTIVITIES 

1. Discuss with th^ students their conception of the meaning 
of ’’controlled environment”. 

2. Have the students investigate the various efforts which have 
been made to control various aspects of the environment. 

i.e. forestry, flood, wildlife, insect pests, soil (agricul- 
ture) , weather* 

3. Have the students report on and find illustrations of the 
need for a controlled environment. 

4. Have several students present a panel discussion on the 
importance of a controlled environment. 

5. Have some students report on the following books: 

Berber, Lewis, Crisis in Ou r Cities 

Lewis, Howard R», With Every’ B reatK You Take 
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QUESTION 

What is the role of ocean research? 



ACTIVITIES 



1. Have the students read ‘ The Ocean:’ Man’s Last Great Resource 
by Senator Claiborne Pell in the October - !!, 1969 5.ssue of 
S aturday Review , p. 19. 

2. BTvT3e the~class into groups to research and report on 

a) the resources of the ocean, b) the harm these resources 
have undergone , and c) the future uses of the ocean’s 
resources . 

3. Invite a representative from the University of Rhode Island’s 
School of Oceanography to speak to the class* 
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QUESTION 



What is the role cf space research? 



ACTIVITIES 



1. Discuss with the class the government's role in and hopes for 
space research. 

2. Have some students report on the success of the United States’ 
efforts in space research. 

3. Have the class make projections concerning the effects of 
space research. 
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QUESTION 



How dees man use the land available? 



ACTIVITIES 



1. Have the students survey their city and state taking pictures 
of the way the land is used. Have the class examine the 
pictures and suggest ways in which conservation could better 
the scenery. 

2. Have the students cite particularly ugly or beautiful spots 
in the city and have them plan a city beautification program. 

3. Conduct a panel or class discussion entitled "Whatevex 1 
Happened to America the Beautiful?" . 
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QUESTIONS 

? . Whav is a natural resource? 

2, What areas of the world are rich in mineral resources? 

3, What major countries are located in areas rich in natural 
resources? 

4, What effect does the possession of natural resources have on 
the economy of a country? 



ACT IVITIE S 

1* Define the term natural resource. 

a. What are the different categories of items that can be 

listed under this definition? 

2. Have a group of students complete a list of the top ten 
industrial countries. You may determine these countries on 
the basis of steel, production, iton or, coal production, 
copper production and nuclear development. Examine whether 

or not the needed natural resources are imported, found within 
the country, or a combination of both. The preceding material 
may be used in oral group reports ox^ placed on charts. 

3. Using the Classroom Atlas and the O xford Economic Atlas of 
the Wor ld compare and contrast nationally and regionally in 
terms oF~the following: 

The relationship between 

a. natural resources and degree industrialization 

b. natural resources and trade patterns (external - internal) 

c. natural resources distribution patterns 
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QUESTIONS 



1- What are the major population centers in the world? 

2. What countries are located in the major population centers? 

a. population rural or urban 

b. density of population 

c. is the country considered overpopulated? 

1. are sections overpopulated (reasons) 

d. is the country basically agricultural or industrial? 

e. what is the birth rate, death rate, infant mortality rate, 
and life expectancy in these countries. 

3. Is a large population an economic asset? 



ACTIVITIES 

1. Have the students develop population maps for the world. This 
project could be done by groups using the world, political 
breakdowns, or geographic breakdowns as their area of con- 
centration. 

2. Divide the class into 10 groups, have them prepare charts or 

bar graphs on the following: 10 most populated countries: 

birth rate, death rate, infant mortality rate, live expectancy 
and population density. 

a. determine whether these countries are agricultural, 
industrial or a combination of both. The effect of 
their economic development or population groupings. 

3. Group report or debate on the topic: Is population an economic 

asset? Examine a country in terms of population, resources, 
economic development, and technical skills. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What sections of the world produce most of the world’s major 
food stuffs? 

2. What countries are located in these major food producing areas? 

3. Are there major areas of population that cannot sustain their 
population? 



ACTIVITIE S 

1. Have the students develop bar graph? for those nations that 
export the majority of the world’s food stuffs. These graphs 
should include the major items exported. Students may also 
develop graphs for the major food imported and the items im- 
ported . 

2. What can people do to increase food production in favorable 

areas, and what can they do to make less favorable areas more 
productive. Examine these countries: United States, Holland, 

Israel, Japan. 

3. Have a student report on the newest research in high yield 

rice strains developed by the United States: What impact 

would this have (or is it having) on the chronic food shortage 
areas of the Asian World: i.e. , India, etc. 
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